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s Christians, we believe that God's

love is all-embracing and God wills an

inclusive community of justice and
peace. All people are created to live in free and
loving response to God by loving one another
and by puirsuing the common good. Throughout
history, Christians have proclaimed that the civil

law 15 an instrument of the divine PUTrpose

protecting individuails from narm and sect
justice. In our cities and our larger communities
today, we are called to provide and promote
access for each individual to the conditions that
foster freedom, self-respect, and human )
achievement and thus make possible her or his

greater contribution to the community.

Our lawg aré just when they serve this common
good. In the history of our democracy, Christians
have often:protested against laws that are unjust
because they discriminate on the basis of race or
poverty:We are no less required to protest
against law enforcement when it is unlawfut ‘or

unjustified.

Police misconduct is openly or silently
sanctioned by many in our metropolis who

expressly or tacitly believe that "law and order”
takes precedence over "law and justice" in the
public purpose. Focused on the safety of their
persons and property, they are willing to keep
other purposes subservient to the war on crime
Hence, the unlawful and debasing practices of

law enforcement agents in poor and minority

communities are approved or ignored so long as
these practices are perceived to control crime, and
this acceptance is supported by television and
other cultural expressions that celebrate tough
and violent police. We, the members of
Protestants for the Common Good, confess our
complicity in this consent to and perpetuation of
abuse by the police. The elevation of "order” over a
just order is an idolatrous no:nm,uzo: of our
common _:mi a religious misconception of the
human community that violates the common good

and, therefore, the divine purpose.

Protestants for the Common Good proposes the
following as commitments required to help
ensure justice and accountability in law
enforcement:

. [ S
[P s

Police, elected officials, and th

ra

acknowledge tine wic

proclaim

not be tolerated. Police misconduct must stop.
Members of the larger public should reflect<on
their own complicity, by omission or commission,

in promoting or permitting police misconduct,

Congregations and other associations should provide public
opportunities for individuals who perceive that they have
been abused and groups who describe themselves as
“targeted" by the police to articulate their complaints and
their concerns free from fear of retaliation.

Religious congregations bothwithin and without

aggrieved areas can create forums for testimonies

and, in doing so, congregations outside
especially abused communities canvas requestéd

support those within such communities.

Reliable information on crime in the city and on the

,_;__..,.q..___.__,_.___.,_______.__,____,:_n,_:;..,._;..”_c:..
As part of cultivating pubhic discussion of this
issue, community leaders and scnolars who can
help congregations and other 10cal groups
interpret and discuss the information can be

igentifiea. recruited and offered as consultants
. _

An independent citizens group, with which the City of
Chicago should cooperate, should be constituted to review
the procedures of recruitment, training and accountability
within the police department, as well as the department’s
procedures for communication with the public, and to
make recommendations for change.

In the constitution of this group, especially
abused communities should be properly
represented.




